The polymerase chain reaction and related techniques.
The polymerase chain reaction, and other methods for rapidly amplifying DNA or RNA are versatile tools that can be used in diverse applications that include HLA typing, analyzing the T-cell repertoire, constructing chimaeric antibodies and quantifying cytokine expression. The sensitivity of the polymerase chain reaction has allowed many cellular events to be investigated in vitro and in vivo. Many currently emerging adaptions of the basic technique are of interest to both the research and the clinical immunologist.